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The Planning Inspectorate 
Temple Quay House 
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
 

16th March 2019 

 

By email to NIEnquiries@pins.gsi.gov.uk  

 

Dear Sirs, 

 

RE Rail Central SRFI: Application for deferment of Examination 

 

We write in relation to Rail Central’s request to defer the examination of their application, a matter 

which I believe you are currently giving due consideration.  The deferment relates to the fact that, 

despite having worked on this application for many years, the Applicant claims to have made 

significant errors in their traffic modelling.  Traffic has always been one of the community’s most 

serious concerns and likely not only to impact our quality of life but also the safety of those using the 

local roads. 

 

We have fully engaged in the process since the very beginning, having had to digest firstly the 

preliminary environmental information, then the draft DCO and then the final DCO (a total of 2013 

documents which, to make life even more difficult, bore little resemblance to the draft DCO) and are 

therefore extremely concerned and annoyed that the Applicant intends to omit Stop Rail Central Ltd 

and other local stakeholders from the consultation process when changes are potentially made. 

 

Given that they are asking for the examination to be deferred suggests that there could be 

significant changes to the plans which could ultimately have a significant impact on the local 

community.  However, the Applicant’s use of the phrases “there is likely to be a need to amend 

certain aspects” and  “at this stage the extent of the possible changes are not known”  suggests that 

there may be undisclosed reasons, other than apparent incompetence in the modelling of traffic, for 

requesting this delay. 

 

It is not for us to comment on whether or not the deferment be granted but we would request that 

the Applicant be required to undertake the requisite formal community consultation with regards to 

what are likely to be material changes.  To do otherwise would be iniquitous and out of step with 

planning policy and due process. 
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On a final matter we would welcome the Planning Inspectorate’s view on how agreement can be 

reached with Northampton County Council on highways mitigation in light of their recently declared 

unanimous opposition to the project. 

  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mark Redding 

On behalf of Stop Rail Central Ltd 

 

 

 


